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vised me not to be afraid, for they had obseivecl, that the whole town was concerned at what the corregidore and clenco had done, adding, that it was their opinion, that I should find so general a fnendship, that I need not be apprehensive of any danger With these plausible speeches, though I afterwaids experienced the truth of them, I resigned myself, and went with them to a much closer confinement
I had not been theie above a day or two, before many gentlemen of the place sent to me, to assure me, they were heaitily afflicted at my confinement, and resolved to write in my favour to Madrid, but as it was not safe, noi the custom in Spain, to visit those in my present circumstances, they hoped I would not take it amiss, since they were bent to act all in then power towards my deliverance , concluding, how-evei, with their advice, that I would not give one real of Plata rto the coiiegidore, whom they hated, but confide in their assiduous interposal Don Pedio de Ortega in paiticular, the peison that performed the pait of the tauriro on horseback, sometime belore, sent me word, he would not fail to wnte to a i elation of his, of the first account in Madi id, and so repi e-sent the affair, that I should not long be debaired my old acquaintance
It may administer, perhaps, matter of wonder, that Spaniards, gentlemen of the staunchest punctilio, should make <i scruple, and excuse themselves from visiting persons under confinement, when, according to all Chustian acceptation, such a circumstance would render such a visit, not chaiitable only, but geneious But though men of vulgar spirits might, fiom the nanowness of their views, foim such insipid excuses, those of these gentlemen, I very well knew, proceeded from much more excusable topics I was committed under^he accusation of having abused a sacred person, one of the clei gy , and though, as a prisoner of war, I might deem myself exempt fiom the power of the Inquisition, yet how far one of that country, visiting a person, so accused, might be esteemed culpable, was a consideration in that dangeious climate, fai from dese) ving to be slighted To me, therefore, who well knew the customs of the country, and the temper of its countrymen, their excuses were not only allowable, but acceptable also for, without calling in question their chanty, I veuly believed I might safely confide in their honour.
Accordingly, after I had been a close prisoner one month